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THE LATEST SUPERYACHT A/V TRENDS 

BY LOUISA BECKETT
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T
HE YACHTING INDUSTRY is all about fulfilling owners’ demands and desires. That usually includes 
providing every amenity that owners have at home when they are on board their yachts — right down 
to their personal music playlist, newsfeeds and television shows. As land-based entertainment systems 
have grown ever more sophisticated, audio-visual (A/V) equipment manufacturers and installers have 

done an excellent job of keeping up at sea, despite the space constraints and Wi-Fi restrictions inherent in 
providing entertainment afloat.  

Now, owners and guests are posing 
a new challenge: They literally want 
to transfer their home entertainment 
media to their yacht via their personal 
mobile devices.

Well aware that you might be reading 
this on your tablet rather than in the 
physical pages of Dockwalk maga-
zine, here’s a look at the latest trends in 
superyacht A/V systems for 2016.

Bring Your Own Device [BYOD]
In today’s world, where a person’s cell phone almost has 
become more indispensable than his or her wallet (and may 
soon replace it), it’s only natural that yacht owners and 
guests are asking to listen to the custom music playlists they 
have created on their personal devices through the yacht’s 
sound system, whether it’s in the salon, on the flybridge or 
in the privacy of their own staterooms. 

“That is absolutely one of the Number One trends we see 
— BYOD, especially for the audio devices,” says Casey Col-
lins, market development manager (Florida/Caribbean) for 
Crestron, manufacturer of integrated A/V systems for yachts 
and other luxury modes of transportation as well as homes 
and businesses. “We are also seeing it for video devices. If 
someone brings something like a MacBook or a laptop or an 
iPad that already has media on it, they might like to connect 
that source in and have it available to the local display in 
their stateroom, or it might be something that they want to 
have shown throughout the vessel,” he adds.

One way to make BYOD possible on yachts is to use Air-
Play, the feature that lets users wirelessly stream content from 
their newer Apple iOS devices to compatible audio speakers 
and to television screens via Apple TV. “People are wanting 
to AirPlay from their mobile devices, and we can do that; 
we can allow the person to bring their own audio device 
and not even have to hardwire in,” says Collins, reporting 
that Crestron’s Sonnex audio distribution system combined 
with the network streaming player (NSP-1), which is com-
patible with AirPlay, “…makes it a lot easier for the crew to 
apply people’s devices that they bring and take that media 
into the system…. With Airplay, all you have to do is get 
onto the yacht’s Wi-Fi network and choose to Airplay from 
your device, and you’re running.”

Collins advises that in order to get optimal sound from 
personal mobile devices, however, it’s important to have an 
A/V system on board that permits equalizing the sound to 

suit the environment. “Our DSP [Digi-
tal Signal Processing] allows you to 
equalize the sound parameters for each 
area of audio, so you can accommodate 
for the varying surface materials in the 
room; [for example] if there’s more hard 
surfaces, reflective surfaces versus soft 
surfaces like rugs or mattresses…. It’s 
great because it makes the bass sound 
better…but it also helps us accommo-

date from some of these lower-resolution audio sources 
people are wanting to AirPlay from their mobile device.”

AirPlay, however, uses the yacht’s Wi-Fi, which can pose 
a problem at times when the vessel’s Internet is unreliable 
or too many guests want to use it at once. A different solu-
tion for BYOD that does not require Wi-Fi is Bluetooth 
technology, a shortwave wireless communication standard 
that uses radio waves instead of the Internet. 

“Bluetooth is a popular request that we’re getting out 
there,” says Darren Coleman, owner of superyacht A/V 
solutions provider Yacht Entertainment Systems. “Some-
one comes on [the yacht], they’ve got their own iPhone, 
they go to their guest stateroom, what do you do? …Well, 
the room will have its own Bluetooth receiver assigned to 
[it]; then you … tell the guest, ‘Look for this Bluetooth and 
just like being in a rental car, you can tie onto that.’”

Coleman admits that the Bluetooth solution for BYOD has 
its challenges. “A drawback to that is if you’re in one cabin 
and I’m in another cabin, and those Bluetooths are there. 
You’re going to see each other’s Bluetooth,” he says. “We 
try to develop methods to 
hinder…that by distancing 
those devices. If you have a 
starboard guest stateroom 
and a port guest stateroom, 
put those [devices] as far to 
the side as you can.” 
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Coleman adds that carbon fiber can help isolate Blue-
tooth radio frequencies if it’s incorporated in the yacht’s 
construction.

Dedicated vs. Mobile Device Controls
Integrated room controls that work not only the yacht’s 
entertainment systems, but also its lighting, curtains and 
climate are the state of the art in marine A/V. Many yachts 
have a dedicated iPad, iPad Mini or a remote control in 
each room that will allow guests to control these different 
aspects of their environment from one convenient screen. 
Now, due to the demand for BYOD, yacht A/V solutions 
providers are working to allow guests to have the same 
controls on their personal mobile devices. But, our experts 
agreed that it’s important also to continue to provide a 
separate, dedicated control unit that’s already integrated 
into the A/V system.

“With the proliferation of the iPad, there are some really 
great things that have happened,” Collins says. “For one 
thing, it has given a lot more end users a lot more comfort 
with using touchscreens. That’s great for us…. [Guests] 
are not afraid of it; they are not afraid to push buttons and 
figure out how to use things. We give people the ability to 
use that device to control any of our systems. And it’s very 
useful; the interface looks the same as the one you would 
have on the dedicated touchscreens.

“The challenge with an iPad, though, is that its only 
way of communicating with third-party systems relies 
on Wi-Fi,” he continues. “The Wi-Fi environment on the 
yacht is not always the best. There’s a lot of EMI [electro-
magnetic interference] and RFI [radio-frequency interfer-
ence]. So, if you have to rely on the Wi-Fi network to be 

able to switch your sources, adjust your entertainment, 
lighting or climate, it could end up being…a point of frus-
tration. So we consider iPads wonderful devices that work 
well with our system, but…we always ask that people still 
have some sort of a dedicated interface even if it’s just a 
dedicated handheld remote that can operate that system 
[and] does not depend on the Wi-Fi on the vessel.”

Joachim Kirk, product manager and after sales manager 
at superyacht A/V solutions provider Lantic Entertainment 
Systems, agrees. “We see that people move more and more 
in the direction where they want to control everything 
from their mobile device, like an iPhone or iPad, and we, 
of course, have moved in that direction as well.” But, while 
Lantic is very receptive to this new trend, the company has 
put a lot of research, design and engineering time into its 
dedicated A/V system control, which is about the size of a 
hockey puck, comes in different colors and materials, and 
is purpose-designed to be highly user-friendly. “People like 
to call it the ‘puck,’” Kirk says.

Which is better — using a dedicated control or your iPad 
to work the yacht’s A/V systems? “It depends on who you 
talk to,” says Kirk. “There is one generation who wants to 
do everything on the iPad; maybe smarter for the genera-
tion that feels this is easier. On the other hand…we have 
the older generation, or it also could be the clients who 
charter. They are on this boat for one week and don’t want 
to spend their energy on trying to learn how to control the 
system from their phone or their tablet. They would rather 
just have this physical remote control [where] they can just 
push a button and things happen as they expect them to do. 
Why spend valuable time on this fine yacht messing around 
with the A/V control?”
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High Definition 
Just as it has swept through our homes, sending formerly 
state-of-the-art televisions to the scrap heap in favor of high-
definition (HD) sets, HDTV also has taken the yacht audio-
visual market by storm.

“HDTV and HD satellite tracking is pretty much the 
way everybody is going right now,” Coleman says, adding 
that KVH and Intellian are among the satellite dish manu-
facturers leading the trend in the marine market. “A lot of 
people are converting over.” 

He reported that Yacht Entertainment Systems had seen 
a short trend toward owners requesting 3D TV on their 
yachts. “3D was a little fad; we have done a few projects, 
but that seems to have fizzled out,” Coleman says. Similarly, 
when the new curved-screen TVs came out on the home 
market, some owners expressed interest. “Those curved 
TVs are supposed to give you a different perception…[but] 
they make it difficult to implement into the yachts because 
a lot of the TVs [on yachts] are flat screens surrounded by a 
picture frame.”

When it comes to HD screen resolution, 1080p has been 
the gold standard for screen resolution — up until now. 
“High definition is not just 1080p anymore. We now have 
4K, which is Ultra High Resolution,” says Collins.

While 4K HDTV is the latest “must-have” new product 
on the market, it does have its drawbacks. With its much, 
much higher resolution, much more bandwidth is required, 
so it’s more difficult for it to be pushed around to different 
displays,” Collins says. “Also, what we are finding is the 4K 
displays are a price premium over a standard 1080p display, 
so what ends up happening is an owner may not want to 
upgrade every display in a vessel. They might choose to 
upgrade the TV in the salon and maybe the master state-
room to 4K.” 

While not all yacht A/V systems allow that — some 
require all TV displays in the system to be at the same reso-
lution — Collins reports that Crestron’s versatile Digital 
Media system allows for a yacht to have a range of TVs at 
different resolutions in different rooms on board.

Coming Attractions
At the 2015 Monaco Yacht Show, Lan-
tic Entertainment Systems gave a sneak 
preview of its Suite 3 architecture, an 
intuitive A/V system upgrade that the 
company has in development for release 
sometime in 2016. Embracing the trend 
toward BYOD, it features “smart” con-
trols that display all the system’s func-
tions on a touchscreen as user-friendly 
tiles, which guests can access both on 
the system’s dedicated remote controls 
and on their own personal devices. Suite 

3 also integrates the latest in-demand features such as 4K 
Ultra HD compatibility, Apple Watch interface for media 
playback and environmental controls that are programmed, 
for example, to combine two areas when an interconnecting 
door is opened or dim the lights when a movie starts playing. 
What’s more, a “Follow Me” function is in development 
that will let the same media “follow” the user from room to 
room and screen to screen on board the yacht.

“Imagine sitting on the aft deck and the big TV is in the 
salon and maybe you don’t want to walk in there to watch 
the news; then…on your iPad remote controller, you can just 
choose to have it played on the iPad,” says Kirk. “And you 
can do all these functions with the navigation charts, the 
surveillance functions, the TV and the movies. It makes the 
user interface more ‘alive,’ so to speak.”

It appears as though the future of superyacht A/V systems 
is looking pretty smart. DW 
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